DRAFT LETTER TO SEND TO MPS and MLAS
Requesting official recognitition of the 60th Anniversary of the Arrival of War Bride in Canada in 2006

Your MP’s Name, Your MLA’s Name
Address

City, Province

Postal Code

Email address

Dear _____________

Re: Canadian War Brides Official Recognition by the Federal and Provincial Governments in 2006
This paragraph for WAR BRIDES ONLY

My name is _________________ and I live in _____________________.  I am a Canadian War Bride who came to this country on board the _________________, arriving in Halifax, Nova Scotia on ________________, 1946. 

This paragraph for children, grandchildren, relatives of War Brides ONLY
My name is __________________ and I am a son / daughter / grandson / granddaughter / niece / nephew / other relative / of a Canadian War Bride of World War Two.  I am proud to say that I am one of nearly one million Canadians who have a War Bride in their family tree.

2006 marks the sixtieth anniversary of the arrival of the majority of War Brides in Canada. I am therefore writing to request that the Government of Canada / Province of _____________ recognize the 60th anniversary of the Canadian War Brides arrival in Canada in 1946 with an event that suitably recognizes the War Brides contributions to this country.  
During that year, nearly 40,000 War Brides and their children made their way from Britain and Europe to Pier 21 in Halifax, Nova Scotia on board special War Bride ships. As an unique group, the War Bride phenomenon is unprecedented in immigration history: for not only did the War Brides have the shared experience of having met, fallen in love with and married a Canadian serviceman overseas, but they were all women, mainly British, and all from the same age group, many with small children in tow.  What makes their experience all the more interesting is that their transportation to this country was organized and paid for by the Canadian government through the aegis of the Canadian Wives Bureau under the Department of National Defence.  Their trans-Atlantic journey on War Bride ships like the Queen Mary and the Mauretania are unique to the War Bride experience and their subsequent journey on War Brides trains from Cape Breton to Vancouver Island are part of their compelling immigrant story.
The CanadianWarBrides.com website has a section containing ideas for commemoration during 2006 and I suggest that a review of the website is in order at http://www.canadianwarbrides.com/anniversary.asp .
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by telephone at _______________ or by mail at _____________________________________.

Yours sincerely,

___________________________

