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With most eligible bachelors
fighting overseas, young wome
were swept off their feet when

Gl Joes and Canadians in their
dashing uniforms arrived for trainin,
The foreigners offered romance,
excitement and escape. Despite the
disapproval of the US authorities
and many parents, within months
these whirlwind romances were
often sealed by marriage before the
handsome strangers departed for
the war zones.

“The fare was forty two pounds. At that
time she was a troopship so no cameras
allowed.There were very few civilians on
board but there were thousands of Gls so
the ship was very crowded so it was hard
to walk on deck for the troops sitting in
groups on deck gambling.
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‘I enjoyed the voyage, the meals were unbelievably
tasty - we were still on rations in England. Games
fere organized, gntertainment provided each
day and the crew alWays ready to help. | was
assigned to a cabin on A deck. The lower decks
were filled with p

eople emigrating to Canada

Our first meal on board was
ry enjoyable: t&ebbi 'n* room
eally lovely. We were served

and all the trimmings

After the repatriation of troops

at the end of the War in Europe,
thousands of teenage brides

and their babies were shipped
‘across the Pond’ to North
America to join their new
husbands. Hastily fitted out

with nurseries and nappies, many
Cunarders joined the happy convoy.

‘It is an experience | shall never forget.
On the |2th January, 1945 we sailed in
0 New York Harbour to the strains of
“Twelfth Street Rag’— belted out by a brass p—
band on shore — requested by the service ‘

board. Thank you Cunard for my
journey to the United States of - f

From January, 1946 the Queen Mary
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out later that evening
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to Canada. On this mission of joy, replacing agricultural workers called how small she s. | had been taken  onlyf J .3 .
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by Lys, erasn % like these were the passport to ' was very proud of that, but he ~», s e T emigrated to Canada organised and and delivering tea, sympathy and and the American mothers-in-laws came down to meet them.
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For brides, it was a voyage charged
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